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HBD – panel 3 of a triptych (each 37 x 38 cm, archival paper and marker) by BHS senior Molly Arzt, 2017 – was recently displayed as part of the Berkeley High School Art Exhibi-
tion. To see more highlights of the show, turn to page 9.

BHS student art: pulling back the covers during strange times
BY R. TODD KERR

Staff photo

The annual Berkeley High School Art 
Exhibition held in the galleries of the Com-
munity Theater is more than a show of stu-
dent artwork. According to BHS Studio Art 
teacher Kimberley D’Adamo, it’s an exhi-
bition of “arts-based research” exploring 
whatever teens find interesting these days. 

This year’s exhibition, celebrated with 
an opening reception on Thursday, April 
19, featured works by 63 student artists 
and more than 200 artworks created in a 
fantastic variety of mediums and styles. 

Works inspired by darker themes (such as 
domestic abuse, gambling, and addiction) 
were given their own area of one of galler-
ies that was marked off by caution tape. In 
the center of the exhibition, several tables 
were covered with the student’s art jour-
nals. Visitors were encouraged to browse 
these pages, some of which were covered 
with eye-dazzling visual rants, or thought-
ful commentary about the day in the life of 
a Berkeley teen.

Many artists in this year’s show ex-

plored feminist themes. For instance, Hel-
ena Busansky based her visual exploration 
on a question: “How do women interact 
with the government and our political sys-
tem?”

In one of her works, “Luxury Collec-
tion,” Busansky examined the sexism of the 
luxury tax on tampons – a sarcastic assem-
blage that presented gold-leafed tampons 
in a spoon cabinet. Even more thought-
provoking was an installation titled “The 
Room I Wish I Had” (see page 9), a rather 

bold expression of the artist’s imagination. 
It was a young girl’s bedroom, but not just 
any girl. This child had an eye for iconic 
and powerful figures. For instance, on the 
pink painted walls, there were posters of 
Michelle Obama and U.S. Senator Kamala 
Harris. And her doll house was an obvious 
reference to the White House on Pennsyl-
vania Ave. 

In this poignant manifestation of youth, 
there was no evidence of a glass ceiling. 




